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Washington,  Sept. 24— The
state department’s security of- -
fice has directed its agents in .
20 major cities of the United
States to destroy the bulk of
their field office records, con-
taining data on government -
security risks. , '
By Oct. 1, according to a di-
rective dated Aug. 28, resident '
agents “will destroy all com- |
pleted investigative reports by -
burning process with a special |
agent in attendance” as a Wwit--
ness. ' . Co
. The departnient’s security
agents investigate state depart-
ment-employes and applicanls
ifor employment to ascertain if.
| they are loyal {o their country,

have difficulties in character,
;‘such as drunkenness or homo-

sexuality, -which would, make -
them potential ‘ security risks.
They also i

frauds. -
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1twoyears. Copious evidence has *
‘|been assembled in execu-

a SUis tvin Gentle said that ¢
have commuuist connections, o 7 ; y
files completed during the pe-
riod between.Nov. 6, 1962, and
Jan. 1964,” would be exempted.. in St. Paul, Detroit, Cleveland,
| But this material was not to re- --Cincinnati, * St.
main in the agents' possession.

. . (gative .report, along with the *

The data to be destroyed ‘will'-'? agent's notes, securely stapled, -
include not only copies of re- are toberemoved from the filo erans of many years’-service,
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tive hearings but the subcoms ' “Field personnel filcs' should

mittee is Teported under White be fox:warded eyes .only . (a top

House pressure to suppress its . SeCUrity classification] to the

finding until after the Nov. 3 special agent in charge via first

election. - - class registered mail.”
In issuing the o

rder, thé of-  Intelligence experts could of-

| fice of security asserted it was | f¢f 10 explanation for one sec-

designed to effect efficiency and - H0m of the order which directed
economy. : field offices to withdraw their

Altho it reducc  the mimber; listing' from local telephone di-
of domestic field offices, no em: * Tectories.- It was presumed to

| ploye - would lose his job, - the reflect the -hush-hush back-

directive said. However, resi-, 8round of Gentile, who came
dent agents, formerly equipped ’ to. the 'offlc.e of ;security from
with clerical helpers, would be "-the central intelligence agency.
reduced to one desk, one chair, . e succeedéd John F. Reilly,

and one dictating machine.” -who was forced to resign after
L - the internal security subcom.

Taken From Agents mittee accused him of falsify-
In ordering. these resident ~1ng testimony. '

‘agents to burn all their past.”, The office of security main. .

tains field offices’ in Boston,
"New York, Washington, Miami,
. Chicago, San Francisco, and
current Los Angeles. Resident agents
nts and-: operate in many cities under
i supervision of the field offices.
- In the midwest, there are agents

investigative reports, the office -
of security headed by G. Mar-

Louis,- and
Omaha, operating under the.
“In this category, the investi- . Chicago headquarters. '
No Future Records

These agents, especially vet..

\

have accumulated filing cases |

ports forwarded to Washington ;Storage cabinet and package for-
but what intelligence agents: first class registered mailing
call “raw files.” These include - ¢ 10" the controling special
data useful in subsequent in-. . "o
vestigations such as names "of ‘jigzgt ln charge,
f rloste Ct;V'? w‘miiss.‘i‘.c’ and leads - .. “Resident age'nts will destroy
° As ufigllfi Sal;’:nfchavsl é?)sr;xplaino d4 'all accumulated administrative
’ : ial by burning with a spe-
to his senator that the destruc- 'Z?:;zr;;:} )i,nb::t?ncfancle.'. .’?Zt
ggr;aoiihx:i;'e?srgzl\:gslsse;;ouzg is desired that resident agents
future and hamper his inquiries . ' destroy index cards tb.y;bu‘x;mrgg
: v wi i altend-
into the background of state’ "':1’(111::2‘ spec;.xgl agent in ) 0

the jorder

full of data which they must
now burn, with a witness look-
ing on. They may keep no rec-
ords in the future of their cases.
They will dictate a report and
send it to the field office which,
in turn, will transmit it to
Washington, .
- “He [the agent] will be op-
erating out of his hat,” com-
mented an intelligence author-
Aty. “The new system is calcu-
Jated to handicap investiga«
tive work, if aothing worse.” |
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